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Merger. ) INVESTIGATION

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (the

Commission) on the request of the Office of Regulatory Staff (ORS) to this Commission

to delay processing of tariff revisions submitted by BellSouth Long Distance, Inc. (BSLD

or the Company) relative to the Company's initial access service tariff (South Carolina

Public Service Commission Tariff No. 5).

On June 18, 2004, the Commission issued Order No. 2004-299, approving a

merger of BellSouth BSE, Inc. (BSE) into BSLD, including without limitation the

transfer and/or merger of BSE's Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to

BSLD. In accordance with Order No. 2004-299, BSLD filed the Company's initial access

tariff with the Commission on December 28, 2005. By letter from the Tariffs

Administrator for the ORS, the ORS seeks to postpone the processing of BSLD's initial

access service tariff. According to the ORS, a non-compliance and/or consumer interest

related issue may exist in BSLD's tariff filing, and the ORS states that it would like an

opportunity to discuss the tariff revisions with BSLD. The ORS adds that this request for

a delay in the tariff processing is in lieu of a formal request for investigation and that the
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ORS hopes to be able to resolve any issues without the necessity of a formal hearing.

We have examined this matter and agree that holding the processing of BSLD's

Initial Access Service Tariff (South Carolina Public Service Commission Tariff No. 5)

over for a brief time so that ORS can investigate the tariff revisions is in the public

interest. Accordingly, ORS has until February 24, 2006, to investigate BSLD's tariff

filing. The ORS should complete its investigation and make a recommendation

concerning disposition of this matter as soon as possible, but no later than February 24,

2006. However, the Commission will consider the granting of another extension should

the ORS find that additional time for investigation is warranted.

This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further Order of the

Commission.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

Randy Mite ell, hairman

ATTEST:

&9&
G. O'Neal Hamilton, Vice Chairman

(SEAL)
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